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Like Life Between Two Octopuses,
With Tentacles Drawing Closer,
Says American Resident

The .!o!lowing account of Constantinople in war time is given b?
an American wﬁo was in the city during the period of which he writes
but who has since come back to this country.

L

HE ultimate cause as well as
the ltimate object of
war is Constantinople,
settled the status of Con-
after the war In 1879,
us it could have and should have done,

T

Ture

stantinople

Had

the Balkan problem would have been

pimost entirely removed, and with it
the likelthood of such occurrences as
the lnmediate cause for the present
war.  Similarly, until Constantinople
15 80 dispored of as to be removed
from the list of the world's great
prizes, to be contested for by any
nation who finds it in the pathway to
world

domination, that superb ecity
will continue to menace Europe with
the ghastly prospeets of another—
perhups a worse—world war.

The scnsation of living in Constan-
tinople during the first year of the
war has been like that of floating
helplessly within remote reach of two

monstrous octopuses. First the ten-
tucles of one and then the tentacles
of the other we felt tightening upon

us. At present the golden city of the
Yadishahs is in an inextricable tangle
of their folds,

The first touch we felt when on a
sultry Sunday afternoon in midsum-
mer came the dull beat of a drum—
that pecullar syncopated beat of the
Turkish music—accompanied by a
lioarsv cry of the bekji (watchman)
calling to arms the classes of reserves
from 25 to 40,

Night and day the call to arms was
repeated. Poor wretches—Greeks,
Armenians, as well as Turks—were
dragged from -hiding to serve their
dearly hated country. The only escape
was by the payment of 43 Turkish
liras ($193) for exemption. Some had
already paid this sum three times in
the last five yvears,

My cook was one such, He besought
me to shield him. 8o I did until the
capitulations that from early Byzan-
tine times have made the foreigner's
Lume in Turkey his castle were sud-
Then 1 had to tell
that my house was

denly
the poor
suhject

ubolished
fellow
to search

To muke the situation more acute
that very the penalty of death
was placed upon desertion. Clearly he
muet give himself up. 1 offered to pay
his exemption, but the time had al-
ready  elupsed.
fecting exchange of farewells.

It wus s=omething of a shock to me,

day

Here were two of the most magnfi-

this | €ent fighting craft of the Kaiser's fleet,

impalred in power and speed by one
0f the most sensational escapes in the
history of naval warfare and desper-
ately in danger, They muset be ad-
mitted to harbor in Turkish water
without risk of internment. Hesgides
the Turk was under a special obliga-

| tion not to allow any warship to pass

through the Dardanelles. There was
one way open, and the German Am-
bassador saw {t—the sale of the ships
to Turkey

There was not the slightest illusion
in any one’'s mind as to the full mean-
ing of this act.
was completely dispelled by the reten-
tion of the entire German crews and
all the officers in full commission on
these would-be Turkish ships

The die had been cast. The signs
wera sct for war,
thority were against such blind folly,

England's promise that Turkey's neu-
trality should be safeguarded and
her  territorial  rights upheld was
{ promise  enough, The Sultan and

| we lost Macedonla; now there s tums- |

We parted in an af- |

therefore, when within a week he
stood ut my door again all smiles.
With Levantine shrewdness he had |
starved himsell for several days be-
fore surrendering to the au-
thoritics—he looked badly enough

under the most prosperous conditions | ings and protestations he ventured out

and had no difficulty in proving to |

the enlisting
both mental

offi-
and

the matisfaction of
hiz unfitness
phvsical

e is

vers

now cooking again at regular
paay and telling
while e was in the army.

Not ull were so fortunate. It was the
evident aned very natural purpose of
the authorities to force the exemption
fromm the Christian population
vherever possible, and to enllst mostly
Mohammedans., Not many were as
succvssful as my cook in evading the
regulations.

From thea start Germany was in
control of the destinies of the unlucky
Ottomans. Not, to be sure, without
opposition. There was as always
much inertia and wvaclllation to be
cvercome. In Enver 'asha and Talaat
Pasha, Minister of War and Minister
of the Interior and by far the most
powerful personalities in the empire,

JHniCe

Germany had stanch vassals whom
she could and did count upon with
perfect confidence., From the very

first days of the war even the cen-
soring of the news was Germanophile,

Then came the Goeben and Breslau
stroke that put the relatlons between
Turkey and Germany beyond doubt
No more cleverly contrived act of di-

plomacy s conceivable, Baron wvon
Wangerheim, the cool, keen minded,
unimpassioned Ambassador of the
Kaiser at the BSultan's court, had

aciieved his masterpiece,

what wonders he did |

the Crown I'rince, It was persistently
rumored, were opposed to Enver and
warlike polley Their
however, was powerfully
by the war party,
with a high hand,

Enlistment and German traning
went on at a frenzied pace Money
was seized by any pretext whatever,
as In speclal war taxes and In the
Funting out of the old delinquencies
I knew of some clalms presented by
the Government for building fees on
structures that had stood In the city
for half a century. Merchandise of
all kinda was seized., including sllk
brocades and women's &llk hose to be
used in the army!

There were manv interesting ru-
mors in these days ' was that
when the poor Sultan was asked to
declare war he beggzed off pitifully,
protesting: “You know every time we
have tum-de-de-tum"” (referring to the
beat of the recruiting drum) “we lose
much of our land. There was tum-
de-de-tum in 1912, and we lost Tripolt;
there was tum-de-de-tum in 1913 and

s
overridden
who earried the day

de-de-tum again, and
may lose everything'"™
One fine old gentleman of the truest
Turkish type—and let me say that
there are still many of them whom the
world never hears about-—told me the
following story to {llustrate his under-
standing of the Black Sea incldent
Once, sald he, Nazaredin Hodja (the
legendary originator of the Turkish
folk lore) was aroused in the night by
the sound of quarrelling outside his
window. He threw his blanket about
him, and in spite of his wife's warn-

this time we

to learn the cause of the disturbance.
He suddenly found himself surrounded
by a band of thieves who were quar-
relling over a blg plle of booty.

Seeing Nazaredin, they left their
quarrelling and fell upon him, rellev-
ing him of his blanket. He was soon
face to face agnin with his scalding
wife. “What are they making all this
noise about?” she asked. *“About my
blanket,” was the gullty and sutficient
ANSWEeT,

After many days of delay a timor-
ous, pathetic declaration of war, call-
Ing upon Allah for support in repuls.
ing this brutal attack upon an inno-
cent country (a form of utterance
whiclr also betrays perhaps a bit of
German coloring), was lissued with
great pomp In the daily papers over
the signature of the Sultan, Mehmet
V., who was probably the last member

of the realm really to desire war,
Rumor had It asain—and this story
I heard from one In very high au-
thority—that Enver in the Cabinet

meeting, where the declaration of war
was under discussion, drew his re-
volver—perhaps the same one that in

1913 had sent a bullet through his
il starred rival, Nassim Pasha-—-and
| coolly remarked, “I am for war”

ihus.uy, whioh was the only one left
1

Thereby the discusslon was closed

No account of these stirring times
is complete without some account of
the part played by the Amer.can Fm-

If there were any, it |

Men high in au- |

influence, '

CONSTANTINOPLE IN WAR IS A CITY

Phote of Enver Pasha by Underwoed
& Underwood

in the city besides the German with

any influence whatever over the] become intense, and they hoed flocked | for every woman and child in the | vividly symbolic In my memory was
Turkish officla s—that is, over Enver|to the station in far greater numbers | English, French and Belglan com- | that of the head and shoulders of a
and Talaat, This influence, too, was ;th.m had been expected. The embas- | munities, Is it hardly a wonder that | Persian ralsed high by the supporting |
due more to Ambassador Morgen- | sies, also, were there in full forve. Just | he—an American—should be openly | hands of a band of his fellow country-
thau's own personal friendship and)as the bustle was at its height, the | praised in the British Parliament? For | men His face and hair were a mass
understandl with these men than! ai cement came that no train |once Americanism was undnr':-lo«li‘i-f clotted gore from the slashing of
to any possible fear of American au-! would be aliowed to leave that night jand appreciated in Europe. the sabre which he brundished sav-
thority. by order of the military authorities. War was now afoot. Still the Ger- | 4%ely in the alr, cutting himself and
Long before any war had been| The consternation that followed was ! man octopus showed no slackening of | those J‘.“-‘lll him in frenzied rage of
dreamed of he iad already inspired | indescribable, Added to the usual|pig folds. The most humorously typi- | 101y Zeal. This waa the one sincere
the Turkish officials with respect and | erush and disonder of a crowded Turk- | cal act was to follow—the declaration | "°t® In the procession, His ‘l‘-'llﬂlr')'
confidence He had also very soon!ish railway station, the announcement | .¢ Dijjhad—the holy war! T tho-i!""l kn .!?n tha m-.l.l._'.ns dn;...h-:l)' of
learned that his only hold upon them ' precipitated a veritabie pani Thera | prand. but absurd German plan, all ,.,m[m‘- mr-lm.wru of the Entente
was by the Turkish disposition to live was lmt one hope—Mr, Morgenthi | Mussulman world was to rise and join | I-\a‘ the Mm.‘v.‘mlnn I"-‘l"-“‘d ma and
up literally to a promise. To their His genia and reassuring perso | with fury this splendid erusade 1._’r|*|_--'-il'l"‘-ll'-‘|l over l:hr- ?-rn!r.:-: urr-fq.u t"hp
credit he declires that never havel was everywhere in evidence an the spread of his pan-Islamic .\LIJ-'I"“’PI‘ H 'I'lll I could still see the
o ? ( tashes of his sabre and hear his loud
they failed him when he has con-| Suilicient ) | esty the German Emperor's military ! © 1 with the cry of the Diihad
fronted them with a definite promise, Without a moment’s delay he called | r They had counted without lha“, 4 ']'1".’ A “." ._' ” '3(. 4 ‘“"
His diplomacy. then, has consisted very | Up the Bublime Forte by telephone— | 1tal's subtlety, ‘1"' !“'\ 5 ':r' ‘.”, the pr ':'.'""'
largely in foreseeing what promises & procedure, Tam to I, which he alone “Holy war'" a distingu!shed Turk | 1" -‘II .H.:ll" ‘:"-‘..‘:Hr—'-‘-"hl1‘“'(“‘I.HITI
might be needed and in exacting them | among the Ambassadors at the Porte  gai4 1o me in disgust, “how can it be if ‘l“ h ] :‘,‘u’ "”“;”: lul‘”rll » ‘,u"_ .
in time to establish a rule conduct has the gimple democracy to employ- holy war when we are fighting for ons '.”" F..-‘\\ln‘ I,'\ rlhltf ll-l!'h--;* p : IM-”l"d
Never was he sesn to better advan- | and demanded a talk with Enver him- | .o o8 Christiana against another, with | o o8 1.\;”::;.]}-‘ - “\”‘ AR ;” o
tage than at the very time of which self. “If the train that was promised | the certainty of losing ourselves wiat- | AACes, U 1.1{% : ";] "‘!' B 08 S8
I have just heen speaking, when the  IN€ does not leave this station at the | oo.p happens?” Itil\l-*hnlllll.:ﬂ'l ‘|.\v de ; ”
break with the Entents Powers had . time you promise this was about | (e violent effort was made to ap- Ttiere couid _M "”_'" ','du"t o i” o
been completed, and when the embas-  the wording of his curt address —"you | peg) to the Islamic imagination. A | “h‘]m‘." e Srtenn o I‘hﬂ o
sies and colonles were In precipitate Stand in danger of losing about the |monstrous parade of the faithful was | POPUlton to frenzied enthusiasm for
flight. He himself had procured from  only friend you have left among the | announced. Although it dwindled to a | 10 War. had not heen attained.
Talaat Bey, Minlster of the Interior,  embassies of this clty.” disordered march of some thousand Almost as {f consclous of its fruft-

promise of a train to convey the em- |
bassies and many French, English and
Belgian refugers to the cuter world,
He was at the station about an hour
before the appointed time of depar-
ture atterding to all the detads in
person For several weeks this wae
his practice at every train leaving the |

! capital with any of his charges aboard
This wasdhe first special evening train

he had arranged for

Turkish artillery in the streets of Constantinople.
Above—Left, the Sultan. Righ, Enver Pasha.

The anxiety among the Fnglish had | he had a box of Turkish candies ready The spectacle that remains most

The train left at the appointed time, | lessness, the mob at length degener-

Vot omans, It was still a memorable

But Mr. Morganthau did not rest con= | gpectacle, ated into a frenzied riot. Upon seeing
tent with this simple scrvice.  He was The march waas typleally Orfental a sign “English Fabrics” in a store
tireless in his efforts to help the dis- |4 wild, disorderly, huddled rush, with | Window the procession  broke and
tracted people, who were beside them- | vast massings#f blood bright banners, | S4cked the store «of ho  offending
selves with the dramatic intensity of | covered with crescents and holy calls  merchant, who, as lrony would have
their departure. |to war against the infidel by | it, proved to be an Austro-Hungarian

He was seen lfting bables over side with these — could aavihi be | fsubject! Other merchants soon heard
| the reil to tneir frantic mothers, and, | more grotesque?--~were groupings of | of the rushing destruction and closed
to crown all, when every one was |the cclors and emblems of the Teu- | their shops,

I..l,.._u'd and the train about to tiu-pn:'t“t-‘-.nu emplres who would have expected the

OF SU!

[ rant?

More Thoughtful

DDEN ALARMS

Turks and Even

Sultan Himself Said to View Vic-
tory of Either Side With Dread

rugh to descend upon a restau-

IPerhaps It was because only
this remained open along the line of
march. Tokatlian's famous refectory,
the pride of Pera, wis doomed. Here
ngain the trony of the act lay In the
fact that although the owner was later
found to have heen a Russian subject
'the restaurant itgelf was the resort of
I Turkigh officialdom and especially of
Lll.-- army oflicers ard of their German
advizers. 1ts mirrors, its stained glass,

mad

{ts ferneries, its pictured tilings were |

gmashed bevond recognition. And this,
#a far as | know, was the only serious
result of the holy war!

It was not until February that the
tentacles from the great rival octopus
made themselves felt.  All winter ghips
‘..r the allicd fleet had kept guard over

the entrance of the Dardanelles, At
Inxt the lorg expected blow eame, Tons
of gun iron were hurled upon the
Turkish forts. Although it was per-
Ir-l*lt ntly denied that any damage had
| been done no one believed the Gov-
ernment’s reporis

|  To reassiure the populace
urged Mr. Morgenthau

Enver
to accompany

him on a tour of inspection at the
ardanelles It was clear that Mr.
Morgenthau was impressed and that

| he was convinced that the fleet's at-
tack was In vain—as, indeed, It was
soon proved to bea by the disaster of
! February 18, when the Bouvet was
sunk by Turkish shell fira in a =pec-
treular manner, and when several of
I the English vessels were periously
damaged,

It was a long time hefors the popu-
Iation would believe that such a suc-
cese had really been attalned. Tndeed
thera was great surprise even in high
Turkish circles, For the first time
sinee the declaration of war a sense of
rellef came over the Turkish peopls.
Tte great Von der Goltz Pasha had
declared that although in October the
straits could easlly have been forced
they were now impassable,
|  There ean be little doubt that the
many reports of serious frictiom and
even open clash between Turkish and
ierman authorities wers true., ‘That
Turkish officers, as well as men, re-
eented the rigld German methods 1
kmow for a certainty from many mem-
bers of the Turkish army with whom
i talked persorally,

Two types of humantty more com-
:1-!1-1-‘]\' inompatible it {8 hard to
Imagine. The suave Turk with his
polished gentlemantiness, h s lefsurely,
fata.istic oone lon  of lifa, keen
| ®ense of humor and love of {naction,
had nothing whatever in eommon with
his intolerant, self-confident, burly and
| often harshly discourteous superiors
The Turks must have exasperated the
' Germans beyond endurance, and simi-
larly the Germans must have stirred
the Dbitterest resentment and hate
lamong the rank and file of the army.
| If it had not been for Enver's qui.ck
innd uncompromising support of the
German officers and the imposing
| spectacle of the Goeben and Dreslau
| patrolilng the water of the beautiful
Bosporua it {a highly probable that
Germany would not in ocantrol at
Constantinople to-day

When |

b

tha

at Inst first serious at-
tack of the Engish by and as well
as by sea was reported rumors of a
compliete breaking down of the Turk-

ish resistance and an Immediate entry
with n of the English spread through
the city like fire,. The utter folly of
such expectations {8 now clear, but at
time it wns a small minority
city that did not look for an
mediate surrender

Enver and his party, however, had
splendid confidence In their
suceess, To restore the publie con-
fidence they staged one of the most
eborate spectacles had  heen
seen 'm the cl sinee the days of
Abdul Hamid, the occasion of the
crowning of the Ghazi, or victor,
The firat news wus that a feebhle at-
tack had miule, but that the
Turks without difficulty in a splendid
1wk had “pushed the enemy

the

that

bewen

counter atl

in |
im=

ultimate |

carriage from his palace at Dolma
Baghche to the preat Mosque of Saint
| Bophine  The pageant that Was pres
| pared to give dignity to the oceasion
was a flash of the old glory of the
Ottomans—faint, to be sure, in com-
parison with an ordinary church going
of the grent tyrant, Ahdul Hamid, but
gtill resplendent.  Well uniformed sol-
diers—-a rare sight now 'n the Turkish
Cenpital—dined the streets and marched
{in German fashion, interspersed with
bands and squadrons of cavaliry,

In carrlages just behind the Sultan
were the members of the War Ministry,

| most refulgent of whom was the
| Sheik-ul-Islam, in gorgeous priestly
| robes, who rode side by s=ide with
| 8ald Pasha, the Grand Vizier, whose
| gold lace and princely lwaring wore
hardly less impressive It was diffi-

cult to think of these as really nonens
tities in comparison with the modestly
attired Enver and Talaat, whoe rode
in acparate unostentations carringes.

Tha object of the whole display was
to in@pire the waning faith in the
efficacy of the old Ottoman machine,
religlous and  secular- hence this
stranges emphnosis, In the algrettes
ahd coats of red and gold which
adorned the Sultan’s bodyguard and
the general magnificence of the pro-
cession the glory of oldl was once
agaln made vivid to Ottoman eyes,
Not least Impressive in the line of
march wers a balf dozen carrlagea of
neatly bandaged soldiers, wounded in
the glorious victory which was the
reason for this display

The one entirely ineTective featurs
of the parade was its centrs, the
Ghazl, the victor, the Sultan himeelf.
Not all this pomp could possibly have
convineed the most eredulous that this
flabby mass of Inertia was the glori-
cus victor he was meant to appear.

Thers was a still more {ronical con-
trast on this day of daye. As I turned
from the acens of thea pageant Into
the by streets leading to my home
| 1T eame upon thousands of wretched
| wounded soldiers being dragged to
hoapitals in every conceivable kind of
vehicle, Tha agony of Lattle was
on thelr faces and their handages were
foul with days of neglect in transpors
tatlon.

The activity in preparation for bat-

tle had been =0 great that the con-
sequences of luititle had hardly been
provided for The thousands of
wounded that now streamed into the
city ap rapldly ag they could be

in erowded transports gremtly over-

taxed the Inadequate accommodations

} that had been prepared
Schools and barracks were qulck!y
| converted for the necds of the honr
and many of these, as mav | THE
posed, wera in o bad sa \rY Cons
ditlon. For scveral days there was
| almost a total ahsence of proper ban-
dages, antiseptics and dressing  cot
1on, These wants, however, were
quickly =upplicd, The American and
German Ied Cross helped, and hun-
dreds of the foreign population, as well
as prominent Turks, their time
and gervices ns  we 15 money  to
gather the n led supplie Vil sa-
cinl gutherings were turned int
dage rollings, and all 1
were for the benefit of Hed Cross
or the Red Creges
From the almost total a of
supplies among the Toarks the 1
CVery reagon to suppose that vist
sums that had heen ralsed for the Red
Crescent had either bheen gros Mmis-
managed or at least misa) *lated
for munitions rather than for means
| of mercy
For days T worked personally amon g
the wounded., Poor fellows!  No one
could gay enough 'n praise of their
fortitude and powers of endurance
Only in the very wor COASPN WHR ANy
| form of anwsthetic used. 1 saw one
fine manly fellow submit to six pain-
| ful dressings, includ i for a
soalp wound of three shirapnel grooves,
| one for a broken and plerced arm, or

for a perforated cheek and another
for a deep infected thigh wound, The

into the sea.” There was no little | doetor treated this thigh lost
truth in this report. At any rate, the Three or four times he ran the
populace must he made to feel that o | probe, wound with absorlient o
dorious vietory . had  been achleved. |and  dipped in iodine intes  the
poor old Sultan was to he crowned | ragged bullet hole for four or five

vietor, the man, who lesas, perhaps, | Inches, Tears came to tie

than other in the Government, ! low's eves and face \ \
had been werned in whatever had | but there was never a sonmnd of in
teen accomplished by the Ottoman | patlence from those tightly TR IT
arm «s | This was no exception. Thousands o
| In regal state he was conveyed such sufferers passed us couragenn
sleepy, lethargic, ovbese—by boat undlt‘:h‘h day,

ANARCHY IN MEXICO CITY DESCRIBED BY AMERICAN RESIDENT THERE

The writer of the following article is an American who has bee:‘

in business in Mexico city for some years and who has just returned
to this country. In it he describes conditions as they exist to-day in
the Mexican capital, and as he personally observed them.

L
By C. W, ROBINSON, !(‘latrn to-day to be Carranzistas, to-
HISRE is liberty in Mexico to- | morrow Villistas, later Zapatistas, or
day for a possible 150,000 so- |Aany other ‘ista In whose section of
called revolutionists. Robbery, | the country they may find themselves.
assassination and destruction | With the exception of the main ar-
are evervwhere. Kindness in Mexico | mles composing the nucleus of one
rewurded by unfaithfulness; appre- faction or the other, there is practi-
clatlon §8 unknown; politeness a cally no control over these so-called

vinesr; foree glone controls.

Mexican history is a record of am-
Vitious leaders. An iron dictator main-
tiined peace for thirty years and sus-
tained an era of artificlal prosperity
for one-fifth and of total Ignorance,

very and depravity for four-fifths

his countrymen, The civilized
world's  eontribution at that time
rd the material welfare of that
py country is now being rapidly
troyed
I'ive vears ago November marked
the heginning of the process, The em-
Liem of democracy, fraternity and
verty earried by all revolutionists is
u hollow mockery, Several generations
of powerful control, forced education
wnd greater opportunity might pre-
pare the lowly peon (constituting 80
jer cent, of the race) for self-gov-
trnment.

A vear ago marked the beginning
of serious times for Mexico city, the
benutiful cupital of the nation. To-
div it is starving, unable to assist
115clf or receive assistance from with-
ol 1o any material extent.

The following Is only a brief sketch
of some of the more important events
thut have oceurred and are occurring
there to-day:

Ihe sountry is overrun by bands
masquerading as royoluuonml who

bt

soldiers. Insubordination s so preva-
lent in the larger bodles of soldiers as
to make their presence a menace to
peaceful citizens.

Gen. Venustiano Carranza fled from
Mexico city upon the approach of
Francisco Villa and his army last
November, after the su-called con-
vention, which had been held in
Aguascallentes, broke up in a row,
Gen. Villa entered Mexlco city at that
time with about 40,000 men, mostly
border rangers and northern men, to-
gether with some 10,000 Zapatistas
who joined him.

Gen Gutierrez was president of the
convention in Aguascallentes previous
to its suspension in that eity, and upon
the entry of the Villistas and Zapa-
tistas into Mexico city the convention
wus reconvened in the halls of Con-
gress of the natlon, Gen, Gutlerrez
remaining as president, Carranza
moved his capital to Vera Cruz, where
up to the latest reports he personally
resides,

sarly in January the president of
the conventlon in Mexico city, Gen.
Gutlerrez separated himself and about
5,000 men from the Villsta and Zapa-
tista faction, whom he at that time
prewided over, and went north, taking
with him as well some 10,000,000 pesos
of Villa money, thus spiitting up that
faction. Gen. Roque Guonzalez Garsa

| was immediately
| vention to assume the presidency
this faction, and only praise should be
extended him his earnest efforis
toward establlshing peace nnd order;
{ he galned the entire approval of for-
| elgners and the better thinking Mex-
fcans by nis actlons,

His administration,
endure but a short time, as unfortu-
nately this well Intentioned man was
surrounded by an element with which
Al one

of

iS

for

however, could

he could not cope single handed,
time a strenuous effort
Gen. Barona and
were quartered in the

his following, who
Hotel Tturbide,

to nssassinate  President  Gonzalez
Garza. After a drunken carousal in
u dance hall Gen, DBarona with his

men rode at 4 A. M. to the Hotel Las-
carain, where the President was sleep-

| ing, and attacked it with vigor. A
| lively fight owed, in which I'resi-
| dent Gonzalez Garza vallantly took

part, rifle In hand. Only three or four
of the defenders were killed, whereas
| some forty of the attackers met this
| fate, Thelr defeat was so declsive
that they made n hasty exit from the
city, retiring to the hills,

Not long after the convention con-
trolled by unworthy men replaced
President Gonzalez Garza by Gen,

as president of the conventlon in Mex-
jco city until the most recent depart-
ure of hig faction to the hills,

The financial situation In Mexico
could not be worse. All money, either
coln or bank bills, which formerly eir-
culated, haa been withdrawn and
hoarded. The only money which s In
circulation 18 the printed issues of one
faction or the other. Theres are scores
of different kinds of currency issued
'in various parts of the country hy one
lchief or the other, without reserve

back of it, and forced into circula-
iunn by the presence of the military
| desiring its circulation,

| Upon & change of government, that

wus made by |

| Lagos Chazaro, who continued to act |

named by the con-|is to say the retiring of one faction importation apdplies equally well to)clty to Puebla by automobile. This
and the entrance of another into a | exportation, It {8 known that some automobile ce finally became the
section, the money left behind in the | shipments were made to the United | regular thir , although very expen-
hands of the publie by the retiring | States from Mexico ecity via Vera' sive and danzorous: in {‘..~|.'1},.. man
faction becomes useless, New paper  Cruz These shipments consisted of making these trips was finally shot
is distributed for circulation by the | hides which had been purchased at a through the leg,  Mail has been de-
| temporarily victorious foree, Mexico | ridiculously  low figure in Mexiean talned in Vera Cruz arblirarily for
| eity has chunged hands six times dur- | money and were permitted to pass the past six or eight months Many
[ing the past year, each time with in- | into the Unitel States through Vera letters have heen opened. The great
ereasing difficulties In this particular, | Cruz by the Carranaistas, in order | majority of letters which have been
as the wmount of money printed has | that the enormous export duty pay- malled from this country to Mexlco
resched hundreds and hundreds of able in Mexican gold coln might be city will probatly never be found,
| millions, { 2 us well as the very high Owing to the conditions already ex-
Transportation does not exist ex- ht rates charged, mot to men- | plained, commerce and industry are at
cept where military autliorities choose | tion grift on the part of officials for| a standstill

to use the rolling stock still unde-  permitting them to pass over the rall- Civil courts and eivil government

stroyed for that purpose, Trains are road at all.  The way bills for such | have long ceased to be; conditions are
run for weeks at a time in some see-  freight  shipments  are  sometimes | altered from day to day by arbitrary
tions of the country; others run only | Shown by one military factlon or the | military decrees, The finest residences
at rare intervals, owing to the im- |©ther in order to demonstrate to In-| helonging to wealthy Mexicans have
possibility of obtaining fuel or to the | \'v_:-il;:u:-;-,, that thelr railroads are heen confiscated and used for bar-
destruction of the right of way. doing business, The real situation 18| racks.  Automobiles are taken every-

easlly ascertained,

For six months Mexico city has | = . i | where, as they form a very convenient
been practieally isolated from the | (Ll“'_f"“ ”_"' ‘H"rll "r‘ Vera Cruz the| jmeans of trangportation for oflicers,
world. The Cnrranzistus carried off | CArranzista faction has shipped enor- | ), form a large proportion of the

all avallable rolling stock on hand be- | MOUs quantities of foodstuffs, such as | mijjjtary.

longing to several railroads, Upon the 1‘:""'”' corn, f':l':t]"‘ & s to the United General looting goes on unchecked
retirement of the Villistas early in the | States In order to obtain a much | whepe it concerns the interests of
greater profit and thus establish a

gpring they took with them all they
had brought down, plus all which they |
could contiscate from the Zapati-ta fac-

those temporarily In power, The Mex-
o City Light and Power Company,

which also controls the tramway 8er-

credit In this ecountry for purchasing
arms and ammunition. Could a more
deplorable situation be met with any-

|

tion, which had brought it from the | Riiacat ! vice, long ago ceased to be run under |

More State ) 8 wn management., Labor unions
:;l“:l: a“:h\ili‘;“l::: (f:l“::“:i“wr W ‘”i Mall servica !nto Mexico clty h:lhi::u\'::‘l:-l-x:l (-Ill ’::url:uwl \\1"!1“ the I:h-n
“'l‘l|'u | hee : ) f;l)tlrl ity mlhwlll Mmost enflrely non-existent | oo o iaining recruits by this means
4 "1“’ [":f'“ l‘:“" ;::l 3;’““:“ 5‘_“ {#ince the 20th duy of January last | ”""' g - . i
mport anytiung D a4 yl Upon an urgent appeal made by all| %) e A - hoTH
since before the occupation of Vera forelgners In that city to Gen. Car- Pollce protection is a myth, e

Cruz by the Americun troops, A few
cars of merchandise did reach Mexico
c¢lty last February, when it was in the
control of Gen, Obregon, in command
of the army of the Carranzista fac-
tion, This merchandise was not,

{ police are there, but are the last ap-
pealed to in case of trouble. For many
montha it has been very unsafe to be

5 po Pl ¢ phe | on the street after dark. |l-lllnl\l|,m by
replled by ordering the general po [ military men and common thieves are

office of the nation closed. The writer

falled to recalve a reply to any letter| 0 numerous as to cause all careful

however, of any special use to the | written from Mexico city to the people to stay at home,

public at that time. As all trans- Upited States dated after January 4. The writer witnessed from his own

portation In and out of the city had | Owing to great effort on the pul‘ti window a holdup carried out by three

ceased to exist in every other dlrac-;nf the diplomatists it has been pos- | uniformed policemen, who took from

tion the situation rapidly became sible to get ma!l in and out through|a well dressed Mexican clvillan all he

serious, | the use of thelr private mail pouches, | possessed in money and jewels at the
What has been sald in refersnce to' these bags heing carried from .\lulcul point of their pistols. This occurred

ranza in Vera Cruz to permit mail
to come through during l"vi;ruury.}
while his forces wera In control, he

| at 6 o'clock In the morning in full| Onto the streets without mea of
daylight., Later in the same day one livelihood

f these policemen shot and killed a About this time the ¢ g
Spanish grocer within a few doors | fommities was  fornu
from the scene of the holdup, with- M sed of representat ‘
out any other provocation than a dis- foreign eolony T
inclination on the part of the grocer | !N eXistenece to iy, w
to serve the policeman with a drink, | POt only forq
which a military order actually pro- DUt fiso for th { Mexicn
hibited him from dolng ““i} '\":‘ “" ) .

The street lighting long ago became | ‘,';ll"ll.‘\'l;‘ i ! ;I. ; i d :
deticient owing to the shortnge of namnitted to peach thel ¢
earbons for the are lumps and fully o xttihle i e 1 i iy
half the time there 8 no light what capital 1 : s i
ever at night on the streets The | crarving In ‘
tramway cars bhecame go valuable g g o e i the oMol for pel
the military for use in transporting  ooooing it to « vl i oA
troops from one side of the clty 1o the g mans of obtalning fool ipplics
other that for days amd even Weeks oo no anly woalidimwn m the fow
at a time the public walked or got merchants who still endeavorsd to bay
along as best it could When the ser- and &l but alsa from th Intcrnae.
vice was resumod only about half the om0 Benevolent  Committee, comns
usual number of cars would be given  gae.g of foreigners who were dedient-
the puldic, while scores of empty Cars  {ne their time and their money to feed-
were set off at every side street for gue the starving Mexican people a8
the specinl use of some ofticer, best they could.

During these six weeks the city was The scarcity of food has brought
without the regular water supply, as misery not only to the peopls t 1o
the Zopatistas controlled Xochimileo, dogs and horses, which have disd by
where the sonrcee of supply 18 located thousands during the past six montl
The only water obtainable in the city On July 1 Charles J. (TConnor
enme from wells and reservoirs and | 0 charge of American Bed Cross re
from @ small supply at Chapultepee | Hef work In Mexico, arrived in the
Castle.  Sanitation was almost out of | ©1Y and hegan preparations to hERIN
the question, sewers hecame choked | the starving thousands in the short
| and disense increased on every side, |¢8t possible time. In spite of his of
| All of these troubles arose hecause of forts and those of 1" e International
| the mability of Gen, Obregon and his committea 1t was found i "
| xn-called powerful army to occupy and 1?0 procure through vers 7y A
[hold a small suburban town . plien that 1“,”" ;\L."."L | i,l‘ = 8 him

The gas company of Mexico city ‘frnm the digts: 'T.I. 9 \‘ .“H - M:

impossible to obtaln from  th sur
closed down, being unable to procure | rounding country any food. Finally
oll from the coast country F.:‘“lh‘ll lurge amount of food supplics was
additionnl  day saw more bhusiness | oo avad hidden in the eity and after

houses, factories, mines, industrial
concerns, &c., close their doors, throw-
ling thowsands and thousands of the
working and middle classes

bhetter
i

feonsideruble efforl an akreement was
urrived ut with the owner of this
stock and the supplies passed intn the
|hande of the American lled Cross
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